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he Lambda Sigma spirit was on
display at Middle Tennessee State
University September 25-27, as 40
dynamic chapter presidents or their
representatives gathered in Murfreesboro for
the annual presidents’ conference.

T

The weekend was packed with service,
learning, celebration, and new friendships as
the students participated in a significant
service project through “A Soldier’s Child,”
attended workshops to learn about leading
their chapters, and exchanged ideas about
fundraising, membership selection and
motivation, and many other topics. The
student leaders also met their national board
liaisons. These board members will be their
chapters’ primary contacts this year.
Presidents/representatives were charged to
return to their campuses with the resources
and information they need to make this a
successful year with their group.
Chapter awards were given at the closing
banquet, and a Lambda Sigma alumna from
Mississippi State University, Taryn Foshee,
founder of Women Can Talk Sports
(http://www.womencantalksports.com/),
offered an inspiring keynote address that
evening. Courtney Walters, advisor for the
Beta Mu chapter at the University of North
Carolina – Pembroke, was honored with the
Outstanding Advisor award, and the Epsilon
chapter at Allegheny College was named the

Most Improved
Chapter in 20142015. The Iota
chapter at the
University of
Mississippi and the
Lambda chapter at
Westminster
College shared the
Denise L. Rode
award for Most
National President
Outstanding
Chapter. A large
number of chapters were designated as
Honor Chapters for 2014-2015, and we
hope that all chapters will strive to earn
this distinction in 2015-2016. A new
student representative was elected and
announced over the weekend. Tiffany Miller
of the Beta Delta chapter (Middle Tennessee
State University) joins Andrew Henley of
the Lambda chapter (Westminster College)
as student representative, and will serve
from 2015-2017.
National board members noted that this
group of students was exceptionally engaged
with Lambda Sigma’s four pillars of
scholarship, leadership, fellowship, and service
throughout the conference. The national
board joins me in a big thank-you to the Beta
Delta chapter at Middle Tennessee State
University and their advisors, Tyler Henson
and Danielle Stefanski for hosting an
outstanding event.
Be sure to check out the article and photos
in this Diamond edition to catch the
conference excitement and energy! ◆
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Lambda Sigma Society, a national honor society for second year
students, is dedicated to the purpose of fostering leadership,
scholarship, fellowship and service among its members as they promote
the interests of the colleges and universities they represent. ◆

Congratulations –
Lambda Sigma
Honor Chapters
onor chapters are selected for excellence and
achievement by the national executive board.
Requirements these chapters must fulfill to be considered
include: completion of all reports (mid-year status report,
ritual report and annual reports by the president, treasurer, and
advisor); completion of all rituals in accordance with chapter
and national guidelines; submission of the Initiate List along with
payment of all required fees; submission of an article to at least
one issue of the Diamond; evidence of campus and community
service, minimum contribution of $50.00 to the national
scholarship fund; electronic submission of current bylaws by
November 1st; implementation of a chapter project consistent
with the national service project, underprivileged and at-riskyouth and attendance at the presidents’ conference.

H
Charter members at Jackson State University

Congratulations to the following
chapters on receiving this high honor:
Installation team with Jackson State representatives

Beta Xi Installed at
Jackson State University

O

n April 20, 2015, Lambda Sigma Society welcomed the
Jackson State University chapter into its ranks as the
sixty-second chapter. Jackson State University, located in
Jackson, MS, is the first historically black college/university
to have a chapter of Lambda Sigma. The chapter was chartered
by a University of Southern Mississippi 1996 Lambda Sigma
member, LaTonya Robinson-Kanonu. National board member,
Amy Fountain, and Lambda Sigma members from Mississippi
State University, University of Southern Mississippi, and the
University of Mississippi participated in the Beta Xi chapter
installation and inaugural ceremony. Fifty students and five
honorary members were inducted, including the University
president, Dr. Carolyn W. Meyers. Dr. James C. Renick, provost
and senior vice president for Academic and Student Affairs
welcomed everyone and later received the charter and bond
for the Beta Xi chapter. After the chapter installation Wilton
Jackson, former president from the Alpha Delta chapter at
Southern Miss and a former national board member, serving as
student representative gave an inspiring speech. Following The
Gift of Friendship by Fountain and installation of officers by
Robinson-Kanonu, Dr. Robert Blaine, dean of Undergraduate
Studies and Cyber Learning gave the closing remarks. ◆

Honor Cords Available

M

any chapters are now providing honor cords for their
graduating seniors to be worn at graduation. If you are
interested in ordering these blue and gold cords, you may
do so by contacting the following company:
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Alpha – University of Pittsburg
Epsilon – Allegheny College
Eta – Carnegie Mellon University
Iota – University of Mississippi
Lambda – Westminster College
Omicron – Northern Illinois University
Mu – Eastern Kentucky University
Pi – Auburn University
Rho – Thiel College
Tau – University of Kansas
Chi – Louisiana Tech University
Omega – Pittsburg State University
Alpha Delta – University of Southern Mississippi
Alpha Eta – Penn State Behrend
Alpha Theta – Slippery Rock University
Alpha Iota – Mississippi State University
Alpha Lambda – D’Youville College
Alpha Mu – Berry College
Alpha Pi – Lawrence University
Alpha Sigma – Gannon College
Alpha Tau – Alabama University
Alpha Psi – University of Toledo
Alpha Omega – Westfield State College
Beta Delta – Middle Tennessee State University
Beta Zeta – Pace University – NYC Campus
Beta Eta – Pace University – Pleasantville Campus
Beta Lambda – University of North Carolina – Pembroke
Beta Mu – Alvernia University ◆
Schoen Trimming and Cord Co., Inc.
at
http://www.cordsandtassels.com/ products2.htm
or
calling them at 212-255-3949. ◆

A Soldier’s Child
Birthday
Celebration Held
he highlight of the presidents’
conference was participating in a
birthday celebration sponsored by
A Soldier’s Child Foundation
(ASC). ASC was created in
Murfreesboro in 2008, inspired by Aaron
Thompson’s award-winning photo of
young Christian Golczynski receiving his
father’s flag. The foundation serves
children across the country. The birthday

T

celebration Lambda Sigma participated
in is just one of three points of service
that ASC hosts. If your chapter is
interested in continuing their service to
ASC, there are several opportunities to
get involved. This foundation fits the
national Lambda Sigma philanthropic
focus, serving at-risk- youth. To learn
more about this foundation you can go
to www.asoldierschild.org.
Read more about that night’s event as
well as a conference update in Beta
Delta’s article and the President’s
Message. ◆

Scholarship
Donation
Challenge

Ruth Knights
Outstanding
Advisor Named

isted below are chapters who
donated to the scholarship fund
last year at the level indicated.
These chapters challenge all other
chapters to make contributions during
the 2015-2016 school year. Minimum
scholarship donations of $50 are
required to be considered for honor
chapter status. Congratulations to these
chapters!

ourtney
Walters
was named
Advisor of
the Year in
September at the
Lambda Sigma
Society’s
presidents’
conference at
Middle Tennessee
Courtney Walters
State University.
recognized as
Ruth Knights
Walters received
Outstanding Advisor
a bachelor of
science in psychology and a master’s
degree in service agency counseling at
University of North Carolina –
Pembroke. While a student at Pembroke
she served as president of Psi Chi
(psychology honor society) and Chi
Sigma Iota (counseling honor society).
She also is a licensed professional

L

$250 Diamond Level
Pi, Rho, Alpha Gamma
$150 ◆ $249 Gold Level
Iota, Omicron, Alpha Delta
Alpha Iota, Alpha Tau
$100 ◆ $149 Blue Level
Alpha Eta, Alpha Theta,
Alpha Pi, Beta Eta ◆
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counselor and a national certified
counselor. She has worked in the
Academic Support Center since 2011
serving as the student academic support
coordinator at UNC – Pembroke. Prior
to that she was an adjunct lecturer for
the School of Education teaching
undergraduate online courses in the
areas of developmental psychology and
ethics/professionalism. Walters also
serves as a clinical supervisor for seven
graduate students and teaches two
sections of a Freshmen Seminar and
three sections of Strategies for Success.
She serves on the Campus Hearing
Board, First Year Advisory Board, and
Common Read Committee, as well as
volunteers for a variety of other events
and activities on campus.
She has served as the advisor to Beta
Lambda chapter since August 2012.
Walters states, “What I enjoy the most
about working with Lambda Sigma
students are the opportunities to be
involved in service, and to help these
students grow and develop into campus
leaders.” ◆
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Chapter Awards
Announced
ost Outstanding Chapter
Award and the Most Improved
Chapter Award for 2014-2015
were announced at the closing
banquet at the presidents’ conference in
September. The
Most Outstanding
Chapter Award
was presented
to, Lambda chapter
at Westminster
College and Alpha
Iota chapter at
Mississippi State
University, while
Student representatives
the Most Improved
Andrew Henley and
Tiffany Miller
Chapter Award went
to Epsilon chapter at Allegheny College.

M

The Lambda
chapter has
consistently been
an honor chapter.
But this year it
was expressed
both by the advisor
and president that
the chapter had a
remarkable
Daniel Larson and
Nicholas Cobb
continuity as a
receive
certificates
group and worked
and
patches
for Most
as a tight-knit team.
Outstanding Chapter
Their advisor, Neal
Edman stated, “This was the most
productive and cohesive group I have had
the honor of assisting and I have advised
the group 23 years. They doubled the
number of fund raisers, added a Fireman’s
Auction, hosted a Special Olympics Dance
on campus, brought fancy hot chocolate
gifts to the residence of a senior care facility
nearby, tutored underprivileged children
in New Castle (a 20 minute drive from
the college), and created and hosted Lil
Sibs Weekend activities for underprivileged
youth from New Castle. All of the above
community services activities were new
this past year. It was a phenomenally
energetic and compassionate chapter.
I can not be prouder.”
Alpha Iota chapter also has consistently
been an honor chapter with high visibility
both on campus and in the community.
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The chapter
continued the high
standard set by
previous Alpha Iota
chapters, but they
implemented a
new approach to
service projects.
This was a team
system putting
Samantha Bretz
receives certificate and
every member on
patch for Most
a team and
Improved Chapter
allowed six to
eight members to plan two projects, one
each semester. They learned that this
approach gave members greater
ownership over the projects and helped
engage the members in the leadership of
the organization. It proved to be very
successful. A wide variety of service
projects, including several focusing on
Lambda Sigma’s national theme of
underprivileged children and at-risk-youth,
were accomplished. Some of these included
Backpack Buddies, a tutoring program for
at-risk 3rd-5th graders, English as a
second language conversation buddies,
Bulldogs on the Move (physical fitness
program for children with special needs),
and working with the Humane Society.
The Epsilon chapter at Allegheny College
showed significant progress during the
2014-2015 after several years of dormant
performance. The executive committee
worked independently to plan and
implement events, recruit new members,
and support the Allegheny community in
ways previous leadership groups had not.
The executive committee also worked
without a primary advisor for most of
the year due to a medical leave, and their
performance was nothing short of
impressive. The chapter made many efforts
to support the campus community,
particularly through fundraising and service.
They raised $300 for the Children’s Health
Fund, and coordinated a care package event
with hygiene products for less fortunate
members of the Meadville community.
They partnered with Circle K, helped
with bake sales and highway cleanups,
and regularly participated in Service
Saturday events coordinated by the
Office of Civic Engagement & Community
Service. They also planned a joint service
and recruitment event for eligible first year
students in support of the Red Cross. ◆

National
Scholarship
Recipients
he 2015-2016 national scholarship
recipients are: Kathryn Kapp, John
Yocca Scholarship, from Gannon
University; Emily Damm, Pat Watt
Scholarship, from Mississippi State
University; Meredith Thomley, Emily
Taylor Scholarship, from Auburn
University; Mary Blair Ward, Thyrsa
Amos Scholarship, from University of
Southern Mississippi; and Alix Macklin,
National Board Scholarship, from
Georgia Institute of Technology.
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Kathryn Kapp has
maintained a 3.84
grade point average
while pursuing a
chemistry degree at
Gannon University.
Kapp grew up on a
farm in rural
Kathryn Kapp
northwestern
Pennsylvania and was a first generation
college student. Her weekly trips to the
local library began her love for learning.
Chemistry quickly became her favorite
subject in high school, which led her to
pursue a career in this field of study.
While in high school she also developed
a love of service, which began with a
mission trip sponsored by her church.
Upon arriving at Gannon she quickly
became involved on campus and in the
community. As a student leader in the
Center for Social Concerns, she serves
as a ServeMore Sophomore at Kids’
Café, an afterschool program in the inner
city of Erie working with at-risk-children
and youth. She has also participated in
two Alternative Break Service Trips, one
to Mexico and one to Guatemala. In
Lambda Sigma Kapp served as president
of her chapter, Alpha Sigma, and currently
serves as junior advisor. Other
involvements include serving as a peer
tutor at the Student Success Center
assisting students with writing and
research as well as math; a University
Ambassador; and a member of Keystone
SMILES AmeriCorps. She is also a
member of Gamma Sigma Sigma Service
Sorority, Phi Eta Sigma Honor Society,

and the University Honors Program.
Kapp has received several awards for her
academics and service including the
Braeger Research Writing Award, the
2015 St. Catherine’s Medal (only one
student is selected for this prestigious
award), and the 2014 First-Year
Excellence in Chemistry Award. In a
letter of recommendation the chapter
members stated, “Katie demonstrates a
high degree of integrity and is committed
to her faith, family, friends, service to
others and her studies. Her volunteer
efforts, passion, and spirit are selfless and
inspiring.” While her career goals are
indefinite she is strongly considering
pharmaceutical research. She states, “I do
know that I want to use my degree in
chemistry to serve others, especially
children and youth. I also hope I will
have the opportunity to travel and do
service abroad, particularly in Latin
America.”
Emily Damm is
pursuing a major in
communications with
a double emphasis in
broadcasting and
public relations. She
has maintained a 4.0
grade point average
Emily Damm
at Mississippi State
University. She served Lambda Sigma as a
group leader and was selected as the
Most Outstanding Member in the fall and
Most Enthusiastic Member in the spring.
As a service group leader of Alpha Iota
chapter, Damm demonstrated
outstanding leadership and served as an
excellent role model for community
service through her work with the
Conversation Connections, a weekly
discussion group with English as a second
language students. Additionally, her
record of both service and leadership
extends far beyond Lambda Sigma. She
served as president of Circle K
International revitalizing the chapter on
the Mississippi State campus. Under her
leadership the chapter won district level
awards including 1st place in Club
Achievement and Best Website. She now
serves as the District Lieutenant
Governor of Louisiana, Mississippi, and
west Tennessee. She has served in local
and regional leadership roles in a number
of organizations including the Shackouls

Honor College serving as an elected
representative and communications chair,
and Chi Omega serving on a fundraising
committee for Make-A-Wish Foundation.
Damm also was the recipient of two
Bulldog Prism Awards for editorial work
on videos at the university television
center. She was one of 20 students
selected campus-wide to attend Heifer
International Global Challenge, a
program that examines issues of
population, resource distribution, quality
of life, and standard of living. As her
mentor, professor and director of the
Office of Prestigious External
Scholarships, Dr. Thomas P. Anderson
states, “Emily has distinguished herself as
a leader with rare talents to mobilize
others and an excellent student who
achieves in the most rigorous honors
curriculum. She combines humility, a
sense of humor, keen intellect, and a
willingness to put herself in challenging
situations because she thinks that she
can make a difference for others.” Her
career goals include working in a public
relations firm with the hopes of bringing
her video production skills to the
workplace.
While pursuing a
degree in biomedical
sciences with an
emphasis in premedicine Meredith
Thomley has
maintained a 3.90
grade point average
Meredith Thomley
at Auburn University.
Her interest in medicine began at an
early age as she developed severe
allergies at the age of seven. Growing up
with these severe allergies allowed her
to truly feel at home in hospitals and
clinics due to the caring pediatricians and
allergists. Since then she has dreamed of
caring for patients in the same way. Once
Thomley arrived at Auburn she has spent
each spring break traveling to the
Amazon jungle of Chazuta, Peru while
many students headed to the panhandle
of Florida. She traveled to Peru to work
with a team of 27 Auburn students to
establish medical clinics, eyeglass clinics,
and pharmacies in the remote villages of
Peru. These trips have inspired her to
continue her studies at Auburn with an
end goal in mind to make a difference in

other people’s lives as a medical doctor.
In Lambda Sigma Thomley served as editor,
but was also a full participating member
whether it was a business meeting or
service project. Her college activities
and honors are numerous. She has served
the student government association in
several roles, served as student councilwoman for the College of Sciences and
Mathematics School’s Council (also
recipient of their Outstanding Freshman
Award), elected secretary for Mortar
Board and several positions in her sorority,
Alpha Gamma Delta. Other organizations
and honors include Alpha Epsilon Delta,
Campus Crusade, Student Alumni
Association, Dorry Ann Hayes Johnston
Blackburn Activities Award (sophomore
displaying the highest attainment in
campus leadership, involvement, and
service), ODK, Phi Sigma Pi, Gamma Beta
Phi, and Delta Epsilon Iota.
Mary Blair Ward, a
junior nursing major,
is from Columbus,
MS. Her involvement
at the University of
Southern Mississippi
exemplifies the four
pillars of Lambda
Mary Blair Ward
Sigma – leadership,
scholarship, service, and fellowship. As a
true scholar she has maintained a 3.80
overall grade point average while a
member of the prestigious Honor
College and active in campus life. She has
not only been involved in campus life, but
has held major leadership roles in
numerous organizations including
president of the Alpha Delta chapter of
Lambda Sigma. Other evidence of
leadership include serving as sargent-atarms of the forum branch of the student
government association; holding officer
positions in Delta Gamma including
director of activities and vice president
of member education; being selected for
the elite official campus host group,
Southern Style; and being selected for
Eagle Connection, prospective student
tour guides. As a result of her
commitment to service Ward was
selected as a Luckyday Citizenship
Scholar, serving on the Luckyday
Leadership Team and Freshman Council.
She has volunteered in the Hattiesburg
(continued on page 6)
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(continued from page 5)

community with several non-profits
while also being employed on campus
with Recreational Sports. As a student
employee she was the recipient of the
Making A Difference Award for the
2014-15 academic year. Honor society
memberships include Alpha Lambda
Delta, Phi Eta Sigma, and Gamma Beta
Phi. As stated in one of her
recommendation letters by Dr. Larry
Sparkman, Director of The Luckyday
Foundation Citizenship Scholars Program,
“Mary Blair’s extensive involvement
speaks to her character, but I believe her
most outstanding characteristic is a
positive attitude that spreads to all with
which she works.” Upon graduation,
Ward plans to pursue a career as a nurse
working in a hospital before pursuing
graduate work with a long-term goal of
becoming a nurse practitioner.
As a mechanical engineer major at
GeorgiaTech University, Alix Macklin

has maintained a 3.90
grade point average.
Her academic
honors include being
selected for the
prestigious Petit
Undergraduate
Research Scholars
Alix Macklin
Program and
President’s Undergraduate Research
Award. Ironically, it was through her
volunteer experiences in her academic
field of study that inspired her to apply
for membership in Lambda Sigma as it
would provide more service
opportunities and a way to connect with
individuals with a similar dedication to
volunteering. In Lambda Sigma Macklin
was always the member with the positive
attitude influencing others to participate
in the service projects that Alpha Kappa
chapter sponsored. These included
working with Mostly Mutts Dog Shelter,
Trees Atlanta, the Boys and Girls Club of
Atlanta, and community 5K races.

During her first semester she won the
Spotlight on a Member Award as a result
of her enthusiasm and dedication. She
also took a major role in interviewing
and selecting the new members, as well
as taking the leading role in organizing
the initiation banquet and the new
member retreat. Macklin states, “After
my year in Lambda Sigma, not only has
my definition of service been enhanced,
but also my interpretation of leadership
has evolved. Lambda Sigma has led me to
interpret situations from different
perspectives and shaped me to be a
better individual, as well as a better
leader, two qualities that are essential to
providing meaningful service to the
community that surrounds us. So
although my time in Lambda Sigma may
not be marked by president or vice
president I am confident that my choice
to lead silently has left an impact and
helped to set an example for future
Lambda Sigma members; and that is what
service is truly about.” ◆

STUDY ABROAD EXPERIENCES
The Lives of
Others
“

as meinst du, die deutsche
Angst ist?”

W

My host-mother asked me this
question over coffee one afternoon after
I had been living in her family’s home in
Cologne, Germany for about two weeks.
We were talking about the refugee crisis.
Germany decided to accept thousands
more refugees just as Hungary and
Austria closed their borders, all of which
occurred in the wake of the 25th
anniversary of the reunification of
Germany. The tragic irony both on the
afternoon radio as well as within our
conversation was thick.
“What do you think is the German fear?”
Naturally, I told her the German fear is a
loss of culture. But then again, isn’t that
the fear of every culture? I mean,
depending upon how one looks at it,
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America is so afraid of
losing its culture that the
country is considered a
dominating world power,
permeating the rest of the
world with its ideology,
politics, consumerism, and
various forms of other
media. Many foreigners
idolize America, which
thereby instills in
Americans not only fear in
loss of American culture
but also a strong sense of
prided ignorance to the rest of the
world. But I disagree.
For the past nine years I’ve been studying
German language and culture, but only
now have I officially had the opportunity
to visit the country. Not only is this my
first trip to Germany (out of many more
that I hope to have in my lifetime) but
also my first time outside of the United
States of America. Growing up in a
sheltered community south of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania (of which we coined “The

Maggie Dugan experiencing Germany

Bubble” in high school) established an
insatiable wanderlust within me, and I
dream of exploring far away lands in the
same way others dream of slaying
dragons, receiving a Hogwarts
acceptance letter, or a full scholarship
to college.
Actually being here, however, is totally
different.
Studying abroad is a rollercoaster of
emotions. Most days, I wake up and am

STUDY ABROAD EXPERIENCES
completely in love with Germany, and I
immerse myself in the facets of the city
of Cologne. Other days all I want is a
slice of pizza and to speak only English.
During the third week of my stay here, I
fluctuated between these emotions twice
or three times a day. I will even admit
that I excused myself from a museum in
the midst of an incredibly fascinating tour
of Roman ruins because of a panic attack
mainly induced by a culmination of
homesickness and an ebullience for being
in Germany, so much so, that I had no
idea what to do with myself. Although
part of the experience, these emotions
are only surface level, and once one
passes through them, something utterly
beautiful is revealed.
Studying abroad, if I could sum it up in
one word, is serendipitous.
Originally, I applied to the Pennsylvania
Colleges in Cologne (PCIC) program to
achieve fluency because I believe that
fluency is a talent one cannot achieve in a
classroom setting. Yes, fluency is defined
as the ability to understand and converse
in another language, but it’s so much
more. By being able to converse in
another language, one capacitates the
ability of understanding a culture and
living life in such an open-minded fashion,
that one accepts how others live and
adopts facets of said culture into his/her
own life.
Living in a city that is simultaneously
modern and antiquated makes one feel
directly connected to history. I cannot
recall a time where I was more invested
in both current politics as well as ancient

Experiencing
Poverty Firsthand in Honduras
n a small, remote town in
Honduras, in the summer between
my freshman and sophomore years
of college, I found myself repairing
a three-mile long water pipe under a
blazing sun. Many people these days can

I

history. I say this with surprise, as
AP US history was my least favorite
class in high school next to math. My
program involves my participation in
four different courses: two German
intensives (one of which involves a
language lab) as well as my choice of
two of the following: German history,
political science, art history, and
literature/film. No matter the courses
chosen, one learns the material almost
directly from experiences. Although I
chose art history and literature/film, I
confidently say that I am receiving a
thorough education in both German
history and political science by my
participation in day-to-day life.
Every single day, I learn more than I ever
could in a college classroom. By living
with a German family, I see a new version
of home life that I am not used to. I’m
adopting new routines and adapting to
new situations. I am enrolled in an
course European Region Action Scheme
for the Mobility of University Students
(ERASMUS) – basically the European
study abroad program) with people from
across the globe: Iran, the Senegal,
Romania, Australia, France, Spain,
Columbia, Central African Republic,
Bulgaria, Hungary, Turkey, China, Italy,
Japan, and Egypt just to name a few
ethnicities. I am also able to hop on a
train at a moment’s notice and venture
into unknown cities and countries, and
thereby am exposing myself to an even
wider variety of cultures than I could
ever imagine.
No longer do I feel as though I am the
glassy-eyed goldfish, peering wondrously
go their entire lives without ever
experiencing gratification from helping
others, but I first experienced it right
there, while being mauled by mosquitos,
and being yelled at in a language I
thought I understood.
I decided to spend two weeks in a
Honduran orphanage to practice my
Spanish and experience a country I had
never been to before, but not to help
people who needed it. I was too far

at the unknown world outside the
fishbowl. Instead, I’m walking down the
street and shaking hands with the lives of
others.
I am integrating myself into a global
community, and I am learning how to
trust myself in a manner that allows me
to affirm who I am as a person while
simultaneously living open-mindedly in
the presence of other cultures. Part of
going abroad is fearing a loss of cultural
identity. I must be secure with who I am,
so much so, that I am willing to risk
changing myself to accommodate and
understand how others live. Admittedly,
sometimes I feel the same way the
Germans and Americans do about loss of
cultural identity. However the other 99
percent of the time, I embrace new
cultures at full force. I am both not
afraid of losing some of my American
culture and am fearlessly intent upon
gaining parts of the German’s.
Despite my absence from Lambda Sigma
now, I know with utmost confidence that
I will hit the ground running upon my
return as these experiences will guide
me in leading and serving others. There
is no doubt in my mind, that my
experiences and my education outside of
the classroom will transform how I lead,
think, act, serve, and ultimately live.
Every day, I fall more in love with the
prospect of being a perpetual student of
the universe. ◆
Maggie Dugan
Epsilon Member

removed from extreme poverty and
violence to really care much for it, but
seeing it firsthand has an effect that no
amount of pictures or stories can create.
These children had lived their entire lives
without parents, had never been in a
building with air-conditioning, slept at
night wondering if the rats would crawl
over their covers that night, and worried
that the guns they heard at night could
mean the death of a friend in town, but
(continued on page 8)
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STUDY ABROAD EXPERIENCES
(continued from page 7)

went through everyday with a smile from
ear to ear. Back home my sister or I
would become angry if a Starbucks
employee messed up our order, but
these kids were overjoyed every night if
there was enough food to keep them
from going to sleep hungry.
The pipe I was fixing seemed like it was
held together completely by duct tape,
rope, and spare PVC parts. It ran from a
waterfall to a small pond at the
orphanage, three miles away, where the
orphans were trying to raise tilapia. The
ultimate goal was to raise fish to sell so
that they could afford a church to be
constructed. Not a basketball goal or
Xbox or chocolate, but a simple shed so
that their services could be held under
some shade. Seeing the selflessness of
the kids coupled with their
determination to help each other made
me realize my own selfishness and
naivety when it came to the reality of
poverty.
Not only did we fix the pipe this past
summer, but my chapter, Chi, decided to
support this orphanage by sending
English language DVDs to them so that
they can come one step closer to a goal
that many of them have, to speak fluent
English. After seeing the way they lived, it
is simple to see why so many of them
want to be able to speak English so that
maybe one day, they can become
translators, tour guides, or even attempt
the long walk to the U.S. border.
Sending money or helping to raise money
with an organization is a great of cause,
but seeing your work actually help
someone first hand is extremely
rewarding. This year our chapter is
focusing on helping our community with
hands-on approaches, and we look
forward to seeing what the year has in
store for us. ◆
Benjamin Rice
Chi President
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Each Moment
You Have,
Embrace It! Even
if it is Half the
World Away!
very time you embrace the moment,
Another journey takes you
Into a world you were never in.

E

New people who become new friends.
New places that have never seen your
presence
Will be alarmed at your entry.
Old places that know you so well
Will be acting as if nothing
Changed since your last visit.

When you travel, you find yourself
Alone in a different way,
More alert now
To the becoming of yourself,
Your more passionate eye watching
You abroad; and how what encounters you
Touches those parts of your heart and soul
That lies low and deeply at home:
How you unexpectedly grow
accustomed to
To the tone in some voice,
Opening in conversation
You want to indulge in it all
To where your wishing
Has pressed hard enough
“Be so busy loving your life that you
have no time for hate and regret.” This
motto first originated when I had the
opportunity to go to Christchurch, New
Zealand to study abroad for the spring
semester earlier this year in February
2015. Going to New Zealand, was by
farther one of the hardest decisions I
have had to make. I wanted to go
explore and find myself, and in order to
do that one must “lose himself.” Not
only was I able to explore and lose
myself, while In New Zealand I attend
Lincoln University in Christchurch, and
embraced in 4 classes, Biological
Diversity, Principles of Wine Science,
Landscape Architecture and Design, as
well as my favorite, Maori Cultural

Robert Carpenter experiencing New Zealand

Inward, on some unsaid dark,
To create a beam of insight
You could not have known
For You needed
To illuminate
Your way.
When you travel,
A new silence
Goes with you,
And if you listen,
You will hear the song,
Of what your heart would
Love to say to you.
It is here where you will discover
More of your hidden life,
And the determinations
That shape your becoming human.
May you travel in an awakened way,
Gathered wisely into your inner being;
That you may not waste the offers
Which wait along the way to transform you.
May you travel safely, arrive refreshed,
And live your time away to its fullest;
Return home more enriched, and free
To balance the gift of days which call you.
Studies. Having the opportunity to meet
and make new friendships that will last a
lifetime is one of my most favorite
blessings New Zealand gave. Simply
embracing the moments of nature was
so majestic and breathe taking! While
being in NZ, I was able to be exposed to
not only the Native “Kiwi” culture but I
also had a chance to experience some
Germany, Norway, India, Australia, Fiji,
Italy, Brazil, etc. cultures as well. Travelling
to the Land of the Long White Cloud,
was not just a trip, it was a ride to
embrace every step along the way. ◆
Robert Carpenter
Former Rho President

Alpha Delta
Alumnus Earns
Prestigious
Internship
lpha Delta alumnus and junior
economics and political science
double major, Jaylen Hackett, spent
his summer in Washington, D.C. in
a prestigious paid internship with the
Congressional Black Caucus Foundation.
Spending most of his time in the office of
Wisconsin Congresswoman Gwen
Moore, Jaylen was able to work with staff
members on issues and legislation
concerning education, poverty, financial

A

services, women’s issues, and healthcare,
among others.
“I attended various hearings and briefings
on these issues and created memos
based on the information given. I even
had the opportunity of working alongside
the press secretary in running the social
media accounts for the Congresswoman,
and even created her an instagram
account which was an instant success.
Outside of interning in a congressional
office, I was in a cohort of 40 other
amazing, influential individuals dedicated
to making a difference. Some program
requirements included a mock congress
session with us as the delegates, the
creation of a community action plan,
creating bills, and a lot more.”

Jaylen is grateful for the opportunity and
professional development that Lambda
Sigma has provided him. “It gave me the
courage to apply. Being surrounded by
so many great individuals in Lambda
Sigma made me realize that my
opportunities are endless and that
sometimes I just have to go for it.
Lambda Sigma helped motivate me in
achieving this goal.”
Upon graduation Jaylen Hackett hopes to
pursue a dual JD/MBA program and
pursue work in human rights and
education. ◆
Chuck Boucher
Alpha Delta Member

Service Perspectives
A Selfless
Exemplar
eing new to student leadership this
year, I was a little bit anxious about
how I was going to handle all the
duties as the Lambda Sigma Alpha
chapter president. I knew I could rely on
my executive board but I had to remember
everyone was as new to their positions
as I was. One person I never have to
worry about is Shutian Shen. From the
moment she finished her speech for
becoming service chair, I knew she was
perfect for the job. Shen is heavily involved
with an organization called PittServes.
This organization creates all the Pitt
affiliated service projects for the year, so
with her knowledge and involvement she
was the perfect candidate, but with
Shutian that is just the tip of the iceberg.

B

Shen is an international student originally
from China. She speaks four languages
and is currently studying more. She
moved to the United States last year,
without knowing much about the city
she was moving to but only knew she
wanted to live in a city. The
opportunities and beauties of Pittsburgh
drew her to the University of Pittsburgh

and she took advantage of everything she
possibly could. Through her job in the
office of PittServes she saw the good and
bad of the city during her spring break.
As most of us use our spring break as a
time to let go and have fun, Shutian did
not. Instead she spent every day in a
neighborhood called Wilkinsburg, which
she describes as “could hardly be
described as a living community.”
Wilkinsburg is known for being a broken
down neighborhood and hopeless, but
Shutian contributed her part in helping
to strengthen Wilkinsburg. In her paper
reflecting on her trip she says she feels
driven to “bring a new Wilkinsburg to life.”
Shutian’s history gives us a lot to learn
from her and qualifies her beyond
expectations to be our service chair.
Already within the short time we have
been together, Shutian has given us ten
opportunities to serve our community.
Needless to say Shutian has not only taken
my anxieties away as a leader, but has also
inspired me. I could not ask for a better
service chair, friend, and example for the
future Lambda Sigma members to come. ◆
Morgan Lee Intrieri
Alpha President

Alpha Gamma
Member
Provides
Servant
Leadership
e are excited to report that
the Alpha Gamma chapter of
Lambda Sigma at Duquesne
University has taken part in
several service events on campus during
the fall semester. This year the Alpha
Gamma chapter has made it a priority to
promote official Lambda Sigma group
service while also actively encouraging
students to pursue independent service
projects that have not been facilitated by
the honor society. As a chapter, we feel
that individually seeking independent
service projects allows our members to
grow as leaders and ultimately flourish as
philanthropic members of the
community. We have found that urging
our students to take on external service
projects that they feel passionate about
gives them a sense of satisfaction, pride,
and purpose while subsequently inspiring
others to seek out and engage in service

W

(continued on page 10)
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Ser v ice Perspect ives
(continued from page 9)

opportunities of their own.
Watching past members of Lambda
Sigma conduct independent community
service projects is what inspired me to
take on a large-scale community support
project of my own. My search for an
external avenue for community service
led me to a local non-profit organization
called the Catholic Charities Free Health
Care Clinic of Pittsburgh. I am currently
working with this organization as a longterm volunteer to create a website for
the clinic that organizes information
about other local health care facilities
and disease prevention programs in the

Importance of
Volunteering
s a co-chair of the service
committee in the 2014-2015 Alpha
Pi chapter at Lawrence University,
current senior Sabrina Craven
learned volunteering is much more than
simply attending events and accumulating
hours.

A

She was responsible for maintaining
contact and coordinating events with the
managers at a local children’s museum in
Appleton, The Building for Kids. This
included orchestrating a myriad of events
including an Easter egg hunt, craft days
and a Halloween event, to name a few.
“Our successful program also included
playing board games with the kids,” Craven
commented, “Twister was very popular.”
Our presence in this museum allowed for
conversation and camaraderie between
the members and the kids. Members
wanted to convey to these children that
service is fun and can be enjoyed by all.
“Volunteering at The Building for Kids
was always about saying that we are part
of this community, Lawrence University is
part of this community, and all of the
students are part of this community, and
we want to help it be a great place for
everyone to live,” stated Craven. It is
this intrinsic enjoyment that Craven finds
so appealing about volunteering. “I love
Page 10

Pittsburgh area. When I complete this
project, the clinic will be able to use the
website as a locating tool for referring
patients. Periodically there are patients
who are ineligible for services at Catholic
Charities and need to be referred to
another clinic in the area where both
their specific medical needs can be met
and their financial status accommodated.
This website will allow clinicians to find
information quickly, allowing such
referrals to be made more efficiently.

community service project thus far.
Being a part of this honor society has
connected me with a group of individuals
who strive to create an atmosphere that
fosters leadership, scholarship, fellowship
and enthusiasm for service. As a body of
like-minded individuals, we feed off of
each other’s positive energy and provide
one another with constant inspiration,
support and encouragement in both our
academic as well as philanthropic
endeavors. ◆

Drawing on the ideas and opinions of
fellow Lambda Sigma members has been
an absolutely essential aspect of my

Christine E. DeAndrea
Alpha Gamma
Parliamentarian/Historian

volunteering. I love being able to help
people. It is a nice feeling, especially when
sometimes you are stressed about your
own personal life,” she said. “To be able
to look outside of yourself and say these
people also need help – probably more
than I do. Just knowing the impact you
have on other people is amazing.”
With these intentions in mind, Craven
clocked 30 to 40 hours during her time
in Lambda Sigma, even forgetting to log
all of her hours because a number was
not important to her. She made it her
duty to spread her views of volunteering
to her fellow students.
“I think some of the best things that we
did as a group were just really trying to
promote more service among people at
Lawrence beyond just occasional
projects, trying to get people more
involved on a more consistent basis,”
Craven commented.
She hoped and still hopes to make
volunteering a priority for all. “It is easy
when you are in the Lawrence bubble to
not really get outside of it and think
about the broader community,” she said.
“I think we give a good chance for
people to see outside of the Lawrence
bubble, as well as physically get outside of
it and do volunteering elsewhere, which I
think is really important.” ◆
Lizzy Weekes
Alpha Pi Reporting Secretary

Diversity
Statement
Inherent in the purposes and
ideals of Lambda Sigma Society
is the understanding of the
importance of diversity within the
organization in achieving its goals.
To this end, the National Executive
Board of Lambda Sigma Society
encourages its member chapters
to actively pursue candidates for
membership who would broaden
and strengthen the local chapters
by providing diverse backgrounds.
This diversity within the
organization should serve to
enhance the potential for
leadership and service by acknowledging the wide range of students
within the college or university
and their potential to contribute
to the goals of the society. ◆

Ser v ice Perspect ives

The Fishing-Rod
Project
tudent organizations at Texas A&M
cater to all academic disciplines,
extra-curricular activities, and
social and religious
groups. In addition to providing avenues
for professional and personal
development, these organizations
inculcate a sense of community and
contribute toward charitable causes.
However, there are few concerns
regarding their approach to philanthropy.
With over 1000 student organizations
they fail to capitalize on each other’s
strengths. Not very often do we see
these organizations coming together,
using their diversity to jigsaw together a
collaborative effort, and achieving a
common goal. Also the spirit of charity,
along with the true intentions of the
organization, is often buried under the
pressure to attract, engage with, and
impress peers and interested parties.
While innovative ways are being used for
fundraising, the mission of such activities
is fading and the distance between
students and recipients of donations
remains unconnected. Lastly, donations
are not necessarily comprehensive
sources of aid and may not be the best
medium for personally engaging
philanthropists in outreach programs.
Statistics confirm that being personally
involved or familiar with an organization,
and having the opportunity to see
tangible proof of impact helps motivate
people to aid others in need. I realized
that most donors remain detached from
recipients, are unaware of how their
donations are being distributed, and
follow a philanthropic cause that is
diluted by fundraising technicalities.
Hence, I feel that there is dire need for
Lambda Sigma to provide other student
organizations with a common ground to
unite while using their specific areas of
expertise to personally engage in novel
acts of charity, and make a long lasting,
extensive impact on the community.

S

I strongly believe, “give a man a fish, and
you feed him for a day; show him how to
catch fish, and you feed him for a

lifetime” (Martin, n.d.). Numerous
student and non-profit organizations
raise funds to make donations to
orphanages, hospitals, rehabilitation
centers, etc. However, these gifted ‘fish’
or donations may not have the long-term
impacts intended by donors. Hence, I
propose to have Alpha Zeta create a
platform where students can sincerely
help underprivileged or at-risk people in
need of financial and social support, by
going beyond the gift of ‘fish.’ By reaping
the benefits of synergized efforts,
collaboration of student organizations
can be used to conduct a campus-wide
service project. This service project will
be held once a year and organizations
belonging to different academic
disciplines, extra-curricular activities, and
social and religious groups, will be
encouraged to participate. In this
proposed project, organizations can
collaborate with each other and share
their passions with underprivileged
people; this way, students can be more
involved in the philanthropic process of
helping people in need, and can find ways
to gift a ‘fishing-rod.’ A workshop-based
program can be conducted as part of the
campus-wide service project; in this
workshop-based program, various
student organizations will be asked to
share with and teach a unique skill/
passion/hobby to a group of underprivileged or at-risk people. The
personally engaging process of teaching
helps strengthen the bond shared by
students and people in need of financial
and social support, and ultimately has a
long-lasting impact on not only the
underprivileged learners but also the
student teachers. In addition to personal
engagement, the proposed program
bolsters leadership and creativity. Rather
than providing a set of hard and fast rules
and expecting all volunteers to follow a
common list of detailed instructions, this
proposed workshop-based program
allows room for flexibility and creativity.
By encouraging zeal-driven workshop
sessions, each and every student
organization gets a chance to choose and
lead a workshop session based on its
interests and expertise. Some examples
of such workshop sessions are music, art
and craft, cooking and baking, dance,

zumba, yoga, theatrical art, academic
tutoring and project-building, sports,
physical activities (cross-fit, rock-climbing
etc.), self-defense sessions, stereotypefree society (cultural, religious, and social
informational), creative writing and public
speaking workshops etc.
A series of shows (dance, music,
theatrics, debate and declamation, poetry
recitation, etc.), exhibitions (art, academic
projects, presentations on debunked
stereotypes, etc.), and sales (baked
goods, hand-made cards and bookmarks,
paintings, creative pieces of writing, etc.)
can be organized as part of the campuswide service program. Underprivileged
and at-risk people can use the skills
learned from the workshops to give
performances, conduct exhibitions, and
organize sales; all proceeds from these
shows and events will directly go to the
performers i.e. the underprivileged and
at-risk people. Resultantly, these
underprivileged or at-risk people take
home more than just funds; they take
home a skill that they can use for the
rest of their life. Hence, instead of having
students run marathons and conduct
bake sales to raise funds for people in
need, this proposed performance-based
program provides a medium for
autonomous fundraising. It allows
underprivileged people to earn funds
without having to rely on the ‘free-will’
aspect of philanthropy. Additionally, it
empowers such disadvantaged people
and takes them one step-closer to selfsustained financial stability. More
importantly, it gives them a set of
skills/hobbies that can be used as a
‘fishing-rod’ to fetch resources whenever
needed and provide a life-long source of
support. ◆
Kanika Gakhar
Alpha Zeta President
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Updates from
Chapters
Omicron Gives
Back to
Community
he Omicron chapter of Northern
Illinois University has kicked off
this year with many memorable
events and accomplishments.
At the start of the semester, members
were excited to lend a hand to the
community, helping students move onto
campus and volunteering in DeKalb’s
annual Corn Fest.

T

Omicron members serving as
volunteers at the Chicago Marathon

We also participated in an Involvement
fair where we recruited prospective
members as well as a Reverse Career
Fair at which our members impressed
employers with a description of our
organization and learned some tips to
landing an internship. With a strong push
toward leadership improvement, we are
encouraging our members to attend
various leadership workshop and career
preparation opportunities.
In order to honor the work of others
before us, we hosted keynote speaker
Franz Varga at our pinning ceremony, a
past president of the Omicron chapter.
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He motivated
our members
by speaking
about his past
experiences,
his hopes for
future
chapters, and
the importance
of the Lambda
Sigma pillars.

Alpha
Psi
Sundaes:
A Smashing
Success
Passing out
drinks to finishers

As a significant service project, our
members recently volunteered at the
Chicago Marathon. We stood at the
finish line to congratulate the athletes on
their amazing accomplishment while
passing out recovery protein shakes. This
event was a huge reminder of how
important and fulfilling service can be,
and it helped to inspire our members to
never shy away from achieving their
goals. Member Abby Spankroy, who
hopes to run the Chicago Marathon one
day, said, “It showed me that if all those
amazing, motivated people could cross
the finish line, so could I.”
Driven by dedication and
professionalism, we also continue to
uphold our longstanding tradition of
ushering for the NIU theater program, a
relationship that has been maintained for
over sixty years.
The entire chapter is extremely
optimistic about this organization, and
we are eager to get the Lambda Sigma
name better known on our campus
as we make a difference in our
community. ◆
Kristen O’Connor
Omicron Member

n September Alpha Psi held our
second annual Lambda Sigma
Sundaes event at The University of
Toledo. A lot of time and effort
went in to making this event a success,
but it was all worth it in the end.

I

Cassidy
Nugent and
Kevin
Martin
served as
VP Patrick Ryan and
co-chairs of
co-philanthropy chairs Kevin
this event.
Martin and Cassidy Nugent
They
worked very well together to make this
event a successful one. The co-chairs
were in charge of overseeing the event,
finding sponsors, buying the ice cream,
and handling the logistical details.
While the co-chairs and our executive
board all played a big role; each member
was also responsible for selling tickets
and working shifts throughout the event.
This event was very successful as we more
than doubled our profit from last year
making $925! All proceeds will benefit
the Boys and Girls Club of Greater Toledo,
which we also visited later in the semester.
All the members enjoyed sponsoring this
event and we could not be more excited
about how well it went! ◆
Tayler Bowen
Alpha Psi
Vice President of Communications

Updates f rom C hapters

Move in Mania
at Eastern
Kentucky
University
ove in day is right around the
corner. Your mom is packing you
stuff you think you will never use,
your dad is trying to hug you every
chance he gets, and you are trying to
stuff as many of your shoes and clothes
into what seems like the smallest storage
container in the world. Somehow, you
get all your stuff smashed and stacked
into the back of your cars and it dawns
on you at some point you will have to
unload this Janga tower of items and haul
them up a few flights of stairs all by
yourself. Dreading this during the entire
ride to campus, you are extremely
relieved to find dozens of students
greeting you at your vehicles offering to
help unload and carry everything for you.
Your own personal valet!

M

Move in Mania at Eastern Kentucky
University is a week worth of welcome
events for all the incoming freshman. The
week consists of many activities such as
dance parties, conferences, the
President’s Picnic, and much more. Our
Lambda Sigma chapter was asked to
participate in the move in aspect of Move
in Mania. We were assigned a time slot

Alpha Gamma
Chapter
Supports
a Ghana
University
hroughout the 2014-2015 academic
year, the Duquesne University
chapter of Lambda Sigma raised
$700 through fundraising efforts.
While $300 was donated to the campus
scholarship fund for Lambda Sigma, $400
was donated to the Spiritan University
College in Ghana.

T

Members assisting freshmen
move into residence halls

and a residence hall and instructed on
what our duties of the morning were.
Throughout the morning many of us
teamed up and helped move people into
their rooms, meet their roommates, and
register with housing. Our very own
vice president, Olivia White, was
interviewed while moving students in and
offered a little inside scoop, “Everyone’s
stressed, a little frazzled and I keep saying
‘it’s okay, it’s going be fine. I have lived
here so I can give them pointers. I just
want to make it easy and enjoyable for
everyone.” Many of our members hiked
flights of stairs with boxes, bags, and
appliances to alleviate the stress on some
of our incoming freshman. Our
members loved meeting new people and
welcoming them into our second home
at Eastern. We look forward to maybe
seeing some familiar faces next year
when we induct some of these freshmen
to take over our shoes in the Lambda
Sigma Society! ◆

Tau Makes
Lasting
Connections with
Community of
Lawrence
his past September, the Tau chapter
of Lambda Sigma wanted to get
more connected to the community
around them. Pairing up with a
student run organization on the
University of
Kansas called
Natural Ties,
members
connected
with
Tau members connecting
Lawrence
with the community
community
members that have developmental
disabilities. Through an ice cream social,
board games and many laughs, members
had a great time getting to know these
community members and creating bonds
that they will have through their duration
of study in Lawrence. All members of
Tau had a great time interacting with
their ties on that Wednesday night and
look forward to spending the remaining
of the year doing fun activities! We hope
that the Tau chapter continues this
connection for years to come. ◆

T

Sydney Kleinert
Mu Member

Gretchen Kelly ◆ Tau Historian

Lambda Sigma members felt that this
partnership with the Ghana campus truly
demonstrates our commitment to align
our actions with our mission as a
Catholic, Spiritan University. It is not
surprising that our Lambda Sigma
members wanted to capture that feeling
of charism that extends not only offcampus and beyond the city limits, but
across the ocean to another continent,
to a campus created with the same
fundamental ideals that our campus was
founded upon in 1878. At the Spiritan
University in Ghana, the money will be
used toward purchasing computers for
the students and helping to defray
tuition costs. ◆

Pictured L to R – Elizabeth Echard,
co-fundraising chair; Margo DeGenova, vice
president; Sarah Wolinsky, co-fundraising chair are
shown with checks for the university scholarship
fund and the Spiritan College in Ghana.
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Beta Eta Assists
with the
Upperclassman
Takeover
uring our first event, we collaborated
with an organization well known
on campus, Student Development
of Campus Activities (SDCA). The
Upperclassman Takeover was a series of
events including resource appointments
with Career Services, a comedian and
various fun games and activities that
involved all upper class students, allowing
everyone to get well acquainted with more
than students from their graduating year.
Students had fun and connected with one
another either rekindling friendships from
before or even making new ones. The
various games and activities helped
students find a common ground with one
another and bring them all together. Some
even felt that they made many relationships
just by waiting to play certain games.

D

First students had the opportunity to
meet with Career Services to work on
their resumes. Then students had the
opportunity to enjoy a comedian. The
last and final event was a midnight
breakfast with a giant game dome, life
size scrabble and more. Both our
fellowship and scholarship pillars were
satisfied with this event. Fellowship was
satisfied as this event helped create a fun
atmosphere for the students. Students
learned about one another and how to
interact with students different from
themselves. Scholarship was also
satisfied with this event because Career
Services stressed the importance of having
good grades as well as a good resume.
Tips were given on how to develop a
resume and on interview etiquette.
Hopefully this event will become a
tradition as it helped students feel more
connected to the campus community. ◆
Anisa Bartholomew
Beta Eta President
Ariel Crump
Beta Eta Rituals Chair
Patti Mueller
Beta Eta Secretary
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Alpha Sigma
Participates in
Golden Harvest
n April 12, 2015, Gannon University’s
honor societies joined together in
collecting canned goods, monetary
donations and other items for the
less fortunate in our community. Beta
Beta Beta, the Honors Program, Lambda
Sigma and Phi Eta Sigma members all
came together to rejuvenate Golden
Harvest, an event that had a long
tradition but recently had not been as
successful as in the past. Thanks to the
hard work of those involved, the Golden
Harvest was successful once again! The
initial work involved advertising the event
to the more
affluent
neighborhoods
in the Erie
community.
Volunteers
visited these
homes
distributing fliers
containing
information on
Filling boxes to
what items were
be distributed to
needed; when
churches and agencies
the Golden
Harvest was occurring; and where the
donated items would be distributed.

O

A week later,
volunteers
from the
organizations
came
together
and went
door-to-door
collecting 965
Members sorting
items. Items
items to be boxed
collected
ranged from travel-sized toothpastes and
toiletries to canned fruits and vegetables.
Once sorted and boxed, the items were
then dispersed to St. Peter’s church,
St. Paul’s Episcopal church, St. Patrick’s
church, the Salvation Army, and the Erie
City Mission.
Many food banks and outreach centers
have a large volume of donations before
the holiday season. This was a large
factor in choosing the date for Golden
Harvest, which took place after Easter.
We all hope that in the upcoming year
Golden Harvest will be even more
successful. The organizations’ goal is to
reach out to more neighborhoods, to
utilize more volunteers, and to better
advertise the event in the Gannon and
Erie communities. No matter how
successful, it is always rewarding to know
that our efforts are helping others in need. ◆
Judy Michael
Alpha Sigma President

Beta Lambda
Spotting a Cure
n April 2015, the University of
North Carolina at Pembroke held
their annual Relay for Life event.
Our chapter, Beta Lambda, created
a team to participate in the fundraising
event. The school’s overall theme was
Disney, and each team picked a Disney
movie for their team. Last year our
members chose the movie 101 Dalmatians!
During the event they sold puppy chow,
and members took turns walking laps for
the cause. Overall, they raised $157 and
won the Most Spirited Award. Although
bad weather caused postponement of the
event the chapter still managed to raise
money and awareness for a great cause. ◆

I

Our advisor, Courtney Walters, dressed
up as Cruella De Vil and our members
dressed up as her Dalmatians to
show our spirit during Relay For Life.

Brittany Worley
Beta Lambda Treasurer
Olivia Scott
Beta Lambda Member
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Beta Delta
Embraces
Community
Service with a
Passion
he Beta Delta chapter of Lambda
Sigma had the distinct honor of
hosting the national conference
this year in Murfreesboro,
Tennessee. The national conference gave
all of the attending presidents a rare
opportunity to forge strong connections
and share in the fellowship of other
student leaders.

T

The highlight of this year’s conference
was the community service activity that
took place on Friday night in cooperation
with the A Soldiers Child Foundation.
The director of A Soldiers Child
introduced his organization and gave us
all a little history on how it began. After
a rousing game of minute-to-win-it,
collecting and wrapping goods for little
campers, the winning team received the
honor of wrapping the presents for one
very special child. We ordered a birthday
cake and sang happy birthday to the
sweet little boy from A Soldier’s Child.

Professor of
the Month
Mugs
Available

B

lue ceramic
mugs with
the greek letters
Lambda Sigma
and “Excellence in Teaching”
all in gold letters are available
for $7.50 each. Contact John
Hauser, national vice president,
to place your order. His contact
information is listed on the
last page of this newsletter. ◆

The director then read the memory note
written by the boy’s mother, which was a
special moment of tribute that brought
the father back to life for us, if only for a
moment. We felt so very lucky to have
had the opportunity to serve this family
by making this little boy’s birthday
special, a humble gift in exchange for his
father’s service.
This weekend was made even more
special for our chapter when our
president, Tiffany Miller, was named the
new student representative to the
national board of Lambda Sigma at the
end of the banquet. Tiffany was a military
child and as such has moved countless
times, twice overseas to Japan. With a
diverse background and unique
leadership capabilities, she never fails to
pursue a strong connection with the
individuals that she represents. We, as a
chapter, feel blessed to be gifted with the
opportunity to share our president and
friend with the national board and of
course, all of you.
The Beta Delta chapter of Lambda Sigma
has a big year of service planned and we
are quite excited about the opportunity
to work with the Habitat for Humanity
Project in helping to build a home for a
local family in need; Bert’s Show Big

Thank-you by writing thank you letters
to troops deployed over Thanksgiving;
and Operation Christmas Child, where
we will send Christmas packages to
children in need overseas. Having
already completed the J.D.R.F. One Walk
on Sept. 26th, to help raise awareness as
well as fundraise for this great
organization that is so committed to
finding a cure for type 1 diabetes, it is
clear that we are dedicated as a chapter
in trying to help our community in any
way that we possibly can.
You may also expect to see us working
with the M.T.S.U. Food Pantry to gather
food for fellow students in need; helping
the Greenhouse Ministries of
Murfreesboro in various roles; walking
dogs and cleaning kennels at PAWS;
helping improve literacy with Read To
Succeed Murfreesboro; helping Under
The Bridge Ministry Nashville and Way of
Hope Murfreesboro with various needs;
and even assisting elders with technology
at Adams Place. We have an exciting year
planned and can not wait to see what
else might lie ahead! ◆
Shonda Clanton
Beta Delta Editor

Lambda Sigma
Wristbands
he co-ritual chairs at Mu
chapter (Eastern Kentucky
University) decided to try a
new idea for the Gift of
Colors this past spring. Instead of the
usual items like flowers, they ordered
blue and gold wristbands for the
initiates to wear during the entire
induction process. The bands allowed
them to be recognized by other

T

initiates as they attended classes and
this helped them get to know their
fellow new members. Also, when
friends asked about the bands, they
could use the opportunity to tell
them about Lambda Sigma. The bands
were very inexpensive. The chapter
ordered a five-year supply from
wristbandsale.com. ◆

Please visit the Lambda Sigma website at
www.lambdasigma.org for additional chapter articles.
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Upcoming Deadlines
JANUARY 31, 2016
Report on Rituals............................................................Neal Edman
Diamond Article............................................................Barbara Ross
Mid-Year Status Report ..................................................Ron Wolfe
MAY 1, 2016
Scholarship Application ...............................................Terri Mando
JUNE 1, 2016
President’s Report.............................................................Ron Wolfe
Treasurer’s Report
Advisor’s Report
Initiate List
National Dues ($40/member)
Convention Assessment ($350)
Scholarship Donation (Minimum Donation $50 for
Honor Chapter Status)
All reports and the Diamond article are to be submitted
electronically. Reports are located on the website. ◆

Lambda Sigma
Chapter Roster
Alpha
Beta
Epsilon
Zeta
Eta
Iota
Lambda
Omicron
Mu
Pi
Rho
Tau
Chi
Omega
Alpha Gamma
Alpha Delta
Alpha Epsilon
Alpha Zeta
Alpha Eta
Alpha Theta
Alpha Iota
Alpha Kappa
Alpha Lambda
Alpha Mu
Alpha Pi
Alpha Sigma
Alpha Tau
Alpha Phi
Alpha Psi
Alpha Omega
Beta Gamma
Beta Delta
Beta Epsilon
Beta Zeta
Beta Eta
Beta Kappa
Beta Lambda
Beta Mu
Beta Nu
Beta Xi

University of Pittsburgh
Miami University
Allegheny College
Muskingum University
Carnegie Mellon University
University of Mississippi
Westminster College
Northern Illinois University
Eastern Kentucky University
Auburn University
Thiel College
University of Kansas
Louisiana Tech University
Pittsburg State University
Duquesne University
University of Southern Mississippi
Mansfield University
Texas A & M University
Penn State Behrend
Slippery Rock University
Mississippi State University
Georgia Institute of Technology
D’Youville College
Berry College
Lawrence University
Gannon University
University of Alabama
Ferrum College
University of Toledo
Westfield State College
University of Pikeville
Middle Tennessee State University
Washington University
Pace University-NYC Campus
Pace University-Pleasantville Campus
George Mason University
University of North Carolina –
Pembroke
Alvernia University
Minnesota State University – Mankato
Jackson State University

Pittsburgh, PA
Oxford, OH
Meadville, PA
New Concord, OH
Pittsburgh, PA
University, MS
New Wilmington, PA
DeKalb, IL
Richmond, KY
Auburn University, AL
Greenville, PA
Lawrence, KS
Ruston, LA
Pittsburg, KS
Pittsburgh, PA
Hattiesburg, MS
Mansfield, PA
College Station, TX
Erie, PA
Slippery Rock, PA
Mississippi State, MS
Atlanta, GA
Buffalo, NY
Mt. Berry, GA
Appleton, WI
Erie, PA
Tuscaloosa, AL
Ferrum,VA
Toledo, OH
Westfield, MA
Pikeville, KY
Murfreesboro, TN
St. Louis, MO
New York, NY
Pleasantville, NY
Fairfax,VA
Pembroke, NC
Reading, PA
Mankato, MN
Jackson, MS

National Address Directory
NATIONAL PRESIDENT
Denise Rode, Ed.D.
Director, First- and Second-Year
Experience
Altgeld Hall Room 100
Northern Illinois University
DeKalb, IL 60115
(815) 753-6781 – office
(815) 751-8256 – cell
email: drode@niu.edu
Chapters: Pi,Tau, Alpha Zeta, Alpha Tau

ADVISORS
Neal Edman, Ed.D. – Rituals
Westminster College
Student Affairs Office
Market Street
New Wilmington, PA 16172
(724) 946-7110 – office
(724) 813-6462 – cell
nedman@westminster.edu
Chapters: Epsilon, Alpha Lambda,
Alpha Epsilon, Alpha Mu, Beta Lambda

VICE PRESIDENT
John Hauser
58 Eagle St.
Greenville, PA 16125
(724) 456-4066 – cell
jhauser@thiel.edu
Chapters: Alpha Omega, Beta Zeta,
Beta Eta, Beta Nu

Amy Fountain – By-laws
Mississippi State University
Department of Communication
P.O. Box PF
Mississippi State, MS 39762
(662) 325-8938 – office
(662) 312-0200 – cell
afountain@comm.msstate.edu
Chapters: Mu, Alpha Theta, Alpha
Kappa, Alpha Pi, Alpha Sigma

RECORDING SECRETARY
Cheryl Finlay, Ph.D.
200 William Pitt Union
University of Pittsburgh
3959 5th Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15260
(412) 624-4362 – office
(412) 401-1774 – cell
cfinlay@pitt.edu
Chapters: Eta, Alpha Gamma, Alpha
Eta, Beta Epsilon
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
Ron G. Wolfe, Ed.D.
108 Westside Dr.
Richmond, KY 40475
(859) 623-5088 – home
(859) 358-7565 – cell
Ex_sec@yahoo.com
TREASURER
Nancy Kujawinski
Gannon University
109 University Square
Erie, PA 16541
(814) 871-7657 – office
(814) 823-3416 – cell
kujawins004@gannon.edu
Chapters: Beta, Zeta, Omega, Beta, Kappa
COORDINATOR OF NATIONAL
CONFERENCES & MEETINGS
Tyler Henson
MTSU
1301 E Main Street
SSAC 240
Murfreesboro TN 37132
(615) 898-5915 – office
(615) 584-4970 – cell
tyler.henson@mtsu.edu
Chapters: Lambda, Rho, Alpha Phi, Beta
Gamma, Beta Mu
EDITOR
Barbara Ross
38 Woodville Trace
Hattiesburg, MS 39402
(601) 297-5947 – cell
Barbara.Ross67@hotmail.com
Chapters: Iota, Chi, Alpha Delta, Alpha
Iota, Beta Xi
Website:
http://www.lambdasigma.org

Terri Mando – Scholarships
Penn State Behrend
Academic & Career Planning Center
125 Reed Union Building
4071 College Drive • Erie, PA 16563
(814) 898-6612 – office
(814) 449-2199 – cell
tbm10@psu.edu
Chapters: Alpha, Omicron, Alpha Psi,
Beta Delta
MEMBERS-AT-LARGE
Megan Adukaitis
Director of Career Development
Alvernia University
400 Saint Bernardine Street
Reading, PA 19607
(610) 796-8225 – office
(610) 223-1882 – cell
Megan.adukaitis@alvernia.edu
Courtney Walters
Student Academic Support Coordinator
Academic Support Center
University of North Carolina at
Pembroke
P.O. Box 1510
Pembroke, NC 28372
(910) 775-4408
courtney.walters@uncp.edu
STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES
Andrew Henley
Westminster College
319 S. Market St. • Box #1224
New Wilmington, PA 16172
(724) 714-4232 – cell
henlaw22@wclive.westminster.edu
Tiffany Miller
305 Emily Ln.
Bell Buckle, TN 37020
(931) 703-1496 – cell
(931) 389-6505 – home
trm4p@mtmail.mtsu.edu

Distribution Lists:
lambdasigmapresidents@googlegroups.com
lambdasigmaadvisors@googlegroups.com

